Saint Anne School

Parent Teacher Association
Meeting Minutes 08/23/11
Welcome
Principal Browning welcomed all parents in attendance and asked each person in turn to introduce themselves, state their child’s name and grade and indicate if they were a new parent. New parents were welcomed by the group. In general, Mr. Browning will attend and run all PTA meetings. Ms. O’Day and/or faculty member will attend in Mr. Browning’s absence in the event of a conflict. 
PTA Sign-In: 
Parents receive one service hour for each PTA meeting they attend. Sign-in is required  to receive service hour credit.  

PTA Format

All parents are welcome to every meeting. A faculty representative will attend each meeting. This month’s representative is Ms. Muzzey, grade 2. A Room Parent volunteer team representative from each grade is asked to attend monthly PTA meetings to educate themselves about school happenings and share information with their grade level parents. Minutes will be taken of each meeting and posted on the PTA page of the school website. The minute duty will rotate from grade to grade, beginning in September with the 8th grade and working down. Ms. O’Day will prepare the first month’s minutes. Minute takers should type up the minutes and email them to Mrs. O’Day at coday@saintanneschool.com for inclusion in the e-newsletter and posting to the school site. 
Principal’s Report
Enrollment. Mr. Browning reported great success with school enrollment. Current enrollment is 219, with Kindergarten and Grade 1 both closed at 30 students each. Strong enrollment allows our school to continue to thrive. Annual filling of our Kindergarten over time to replace graduating 8th graders will keep school healthy and thriving. New parents should be aware of the school’s ongoing outreach incentive> Any current parent who refers a new family receives a $300 tuition credit when the new family registers and identifies the current family as the referral source. This offer is valid all year. Registered families can earn an unlimited number of tuition credits with these referrals. 
Communications. The primary sources of communication from the school are the weekly paper newsletter from the Principal that comes home in the folder, usually on Tuesdays, and the electronic newsletter (The Viking View) that is issued Tuesday (or occasional Wednesday). Families are encouraged to provide an email address and OPEN and READ the e-newsletter which is full of information. The e-newsletter open rate is currently only 50%. In addition, the school’s website, www.saintanneschool.com, is chock full of information such as: the monthly and annual school calendars, the daily bell schedule, links to teacher pages, the monthly lunch and breakfast program menus, and PTA information, fund-raising program enrollment instructions and forms.

Parking, Carpool. Parking is challenging. No parking in small lot for walk-in drop off. Use small lot only for sick child pick up during the day, as these spaces are needed for faculty and rectory parking. All families must use the carpool line and may NOT exit the large lot through the 20th Street ENTRANCE, but must exit both in the morning and afternoon through the alleyway exit. 

Lunch Program. Begins August 29. Monthly menu links in e-newsletter and on school website Calendar page Visit www.healthiergeneration.org for healthy eating and lifestyle tips. 
School masses, Fridays at 8:30 (change from last year’s Wednesday am masses). Families can find the daily and weekly liturgical readings at www.usccb.org/bible/. Friday masses will use the readings for the upcoming weekend. All parents are welcome to join us for the Friday morning masses. 

Forms due Thursday 8/25. Mr. Browning will go over forms at Back to School Night, and answer questions. 
Back to School Night, Thursday, 8/25 7pm, general meeting followed by grade level break outs with teachers. Mandatory for at least one parent per family. No child care provided and children are not permitted to play outdoors unattended for safety reasons.  
Past and Current PTA Activities Identified: 

Movie Night with Kids, Uniform Recycling, Boxtops for Education, Ralphs/Albertson’s/Vons grocery; tamale sales, uniform/logo item sales. 

Group Break-Out. Parents selected break-out sessions from a) Social/Fund-raising  Activities involving Children; b) Social/Fund-raising  Activities involving Adults; and c) Outreach Activities involving the School. The three groups will report back on their discussions and ideas at the next PTA meeting on September 6. The 9/6 meeting will also identify target items on which PTA items will be spent. Under consideration are: additional musical instruments, a foreign language program, and phone/intercom system replacement and repair. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 6, 7pm.  

Minutes by Carol O’Day

