Minutes St Anne PTA

6 September 2011, 6:00pm

ATTENDEES:
Carol O’Day, Faculty Representative Tracey Willson (K), 
                                    Plus parents signed in on site (sign in log available in school

                                    Office.)

ABSENT:

Mr Browning





INTRODUCTIONS:

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:


Enrolment: 79 new starts this year, totalling 219 students, some spaces became available in kindergarten and 1st grade. Parents were reminded that the $300 tuition credit incentive remains in effect for any current parent who refers a new parent who enrolls even after the start of the school year. 
Fiesta: Sign up with Ms Frances and inform other parents that this is an excellent way to achieve service hours; any adult family member over 18 can participate.

ITBS Testing: Testing starts on 19 – 30 September mornings from 2-8th grade ensure children are at school on time, these tests for St Anne measure your child’s improvement from year to year.

Agenda Items: Any items you wish to be addressed at PTA meetings should be submitted at least a week before scheduled meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:


Walk/Run/Jog Before school programme:  Marie Crosby will organise this activity, she is hoping to have it every morning Mon-Fri at 7:30am (she will be unable to make it once Monday a month), hoping to start week commencing 19th Sept, she is looking for volunteers to help, a route will be set up around the pavilion, children can run, jog, walk around the course, mileage will be tracked with popsicle sticks or punch cards, some parents suggested creating a fruit/veggie stick with educational information on it.  She will create a mission map.
Andrea Tamas suggested we make and sell St Anne grocery bags to address the new Santa Monica ordinance prohibiting plastic bags and charging for paper ones;  she will research this.
A few parents suggested a year book; Carol informed all that Dolores Gonzalez is working on this with Ms. Mendez/Mr. Browning on the year book.

Betta Dawson informed all about Crowd Funding (write books, movies and documentaries) and people will donate; she will research into this.

Some parents suggested having a Car Wash, City of Santa Monica has restrictions regarding water runoff, Carol to find out and also check about Big Sunday.

Eugenia Marrone explained to all about the Children’s Art cards, each child will create their own artwork, this can be made into a greeting card, it will have their name, grade and school on back, and they are not expensive and can be sold in packs of 10.  It will take 10 weeks to turn around; Ms Willson will mention at faculty meeting and find out from Teachers when all children will be able to make drawings.
A games night was brought up, it would be a whole family event, pasta, games, and prizes for winners, someone asked about alcohol, Carol will find out the rules etc. Carol confirmed after minutes submitted that modest alcohol sales would be permitted at a school event, provided that participating parents made arrangements for designated drivers. 
A babysitting night was suggested, parents could drop of kids for a couple of hours and pay $10 per hour, have the 7th and 8th graders look after with adult supervision, all agreed this was a great idea. Suggestions included a shopping night out near Christmas, a parent date night out or a group parent activity night off campus. After minutes submitted, Carol confirmed that the school policy would permit this activity, provided there was adult supervising the volunteer 7th and 8th grade service volunteers, and that after dark the child care activities would be held indoors for safety reasons. 
Facebook. A number of parents have volunteered to work on the school’s facebook page. After image permission forms are completed, the parent facebook team and administrators will begin posting quotes, photos and events on the school’s facebook page. If you have not found it already, when you are next on facebook search Saint Anne School, and then “like” our page. 
Alyson Langan
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